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SECRET SINGAPORE 3775 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: MARR, MPOL, PFOR, RP. SN 

SUBJ: SINGAPORE INTEREST IN TRAINING A-4 PILOTS AT US BASE 
IN PHILIPPINES 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 1502; B. SINGAPORE 3536 

DURING CALL I PAID AUGUST 29 ON GOH KENG SWEE, GOS DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE, I TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO ASK 
IF SINGAPORE HAD YET HEARD FROM GOP RE GOS REQUEST TO HAVE ITS 
A-4 PILOTS TRAIN AT US BASE IN PHILIPPINES. GOH REPLIED THAT GOS 
HAD RESPONDED BY ASKING THAT GOS REQUEST, WHICH ORIGINALLY HAD 
BEEN SENT VIA MILITARY CHANNELS SOME TIME AGO, BE RESUBMITTED 
THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. THIS HAD BEEN DONE BY GOS EARLIER 
IN THE WEEK. GOH REGARDED SWITCH FROM MILITARY TO DIPLOMATIC 
CHANNELS AS MERE FORMALITY AND AS SIGN THAT FINAL PHILIPPINES 
RESPONSE WOULD BE FAVORABLE. HOLDRIDGE 
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